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This paper focuses on connector usage (overuse vs. underuse) in the writing of university students in Hong Kong and in Great Britain, and presents results based on the comparison of data from:

a) 10 untimed essays and 10 timed examination scripts written by undergraduate Hong Kong students > 46,640 words / 2,755 sentences, part of the Hong Kong component of the ICE corpus (ICE-HK).

b) British student writing from the ICE-GB corpus > 42,587 words / 2,471 sentences.

c) Control data: academic writing from the ICE-GB corpus > 85,628 words / 4,507 sentences.

This study takes the sentence (not the word) as the basic unit of analysis: number of tokens of a given connector per number of sentences. It also argues that non-native student academic writing should not be compared with native student academic writing, but with professional academic writing published by natives in English-language academic journals.
