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1. Introduction

The progressive is seen as an infrequent phenomenon in English, overused and underused by EFL students.

The aims of this article are to investigate the frequencies of occurrence of the progressive in argumentative  NS and NNS data in order to find an answer for the following question: does the use of the progressive vary depending on the EFL speaker´s mother tongue background or are there general characteristics of nonnativeness in its use?

This is part of a wider project that tries to account for discourse-pragmatic functions served by the progressive in non professional NS and NNS argumentative writing.

2. Data

The data used is from three different subcorpora of the ICLE Corpus: the Finnish, the Finland-Swedish, and the Swedish, that were contrasted to a NS corpus, all of them consisting on argumentative essays on various topics.

3.Results

3.1. The progressive in NNS essays

After comparing the frequency of appearance of the progressive in the three different subcorpora and relate it to the total number of words contained in the subcorpora, we can see how this frequency varies significantly depending on the learner´s mother tongue. We can conclude from this that the frequencies of occurrance of the progressive in NNS is not a general characteristic to all advanced learners, but depends on their mother tongue background, though we have to take into account that the tests have been applied to small samples of data  and it has not been possible to relate the progressive frequencies to the progressive and non-progressive ocurrences, but we have only related it to the total word number.

3.2. The progressive in NS essays

The frequencies of occurrance in the two NS Corpus vary incredibly. The ones in the American Corpus are much higher than those is the British English Corpus. That´s why the NNS will have to be compared separately to the two NS Corpus.

         3.3.Discussion of the progressive in NS and NNS data

        Tuija studies the variations in NS and NNS essays in the use of the progressive according to tense, reaching the conclussion that the present tense is the most used; use of lexical verbs, with the results that most of the verbs occur just once in the progressive, specially in the Brithish English subcorpus, and the most common verbs in the progressive found in the data are "do" and "become"; the lexical items that typically accompany this construction, finding out that in the British subcorpus the progressive is more frequently connected to temporal adverbials than any of the other subcorpus, hinting at the fact that the main function of the progressive in the British English data is to add duration to the situation coded in the sentence and indicate the constantly growing nature of a process under attention. Finally, Tuija studies the type of clause in which the progressive appears, turning out that it appears in both main and subordinate clauses.

        There must be a more thorough study of the verbs to draw conclussions about the differences between NS and NNS´s use of the progressive, but we have already reached one: there has to be a division of the two corpora in subcorpora so that they can be analysed.

4.Final remarks

This is only a first step in a proyect that will head towards a discourse study of the role of this type of construction. They still do not know the role that NNS Corpus will play on it.

The findings in the NS Corpus indicate that their use of the progressive varies. Tuija raises the question of how are we going to get an appropriate norm for advanced learners of English, specially in argumentative writing, which is the kind of writing we find in the corpora. He ends by highlighting the pedagogical advantages of a specialized learner corpus, and the need of informatic programmes devised to cope with functions rather than forms.

