Granger, S. (1997) “Automated retrieval of passives from native and learner corpora: precision and recall”. Journal of English Linguistics 25(4): 365-374.

The aim of this article is to see how successfully annotated corpora can be analyzed using automated retrieval methods. The article describes the present situation of some corpus linguists and tries to provide reasons for it.

The author tries to achieve her main aim by means of comparison of the results of manual vs. automated retrieval of passives. She wants to show that an intelligent use of tagged corpora can make it possible to analyze large corpora effectively and reliably. But she also claimed that text processing tools must be used with a full awareness of their limitations and should be coupled with or replaced by manual methods when appropriate.

For Granger, linguists who want to use linguistic annotation tools to anlyze a particular grammatical variable should start with the comparison of the results of fully manual retrieval from a raw corpus and fully automatic retrieval from an annotated corpus. 

