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1. Current EFL Tools

Current EFL tools give significance to the use of authentic materials but their elaboration is mainly based on native speakers´ data, and addressed to the abstract and general concept of the learner. However, studies have proved how much better for learners would be to use a language learner corpus in addition to a NS corpus in order to elaborate EFL tools.


This article tries to demonstrate the usefulness of using computer learner corpora in the design of EFL tools, with specific reference to electronic grammar and style checkers.

2. Computer Learner Corpora

The advantage of computer learner corpora is that they create a more solid and versatile empirical foundation than has previously been available.

2.1 Corpus design criteria

 
Granger considers that transfer plays a mayor role in SLA and consequently, the language of the writer assumes particular importance in Computer Learner Corpora. This is why EFL corpus should focus on one specific group of learners or cover a variety of mother tongue backgrouds.

2.2  A computer-based methodology

Explanation of how a  learner corpus can be submitted to a range of text-handling software tools providing EFL analysts with a wealth of quantitative and qualitative data:

· quantitative measures: frequency counts (to highlight over and underuse);

· qualitative measures: concordancing software ( to detect syntanctic, semantic and stylistic misuse).

Examples of the results we can obtain by puting in practice these measures .

Exposure of the limitations of actual concordancers such as the lack of a lemmatizer in concordancing software(if you want to check , for example, the usage of the verb to be you have to look separately for all its forms) and their difficulties, like not having a tagger that would alow for grammatical and lexical searches.

3. A computational Model of EFL Performance

Grammar checkers are used by any user, but they are actually intended for NS, as they do not detect many of the typical NNS errors. There is a lack of an adequate computational model of EFL performance.

There are some systems to detect errors, but they are very limited (they have a very low lexical and syntactic coverage). Error Analysis studies are based on very small samples of learner language and do not take into account factors which can influence learner language. The writer wants to show how computer learner corpora, which contain large quantities of carefully collected learner data, can contribute to improving the diagnostic capabilities of grammar and style checkers.

4. Contribution of CLC Data to Grammar and Style checkers

Study based on a proyect to adapt current English grammar and style checkers for French-speaking users.

The corpus is manually corrected and error-tagged to draw up inventories of specific error types and, this way, to assess which rules need to be added to the existing stock. CLC is also very useful to locate the most frequent errors that language learners have regarding style.

The conclusions of the proyect were the following:

- need of separate programs for learners of each different mother tongue; only then we can determine the nature and extente of the core of EFL problems.

- grammar and style checkers should cater for learner´s lexical errors.

The drawbacks of these checkers are that there will always be errors that won´t be detected by them (errors with a semantic nature), so checkers should be considered as one component in a wider workstation.

