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Introduction


In the first place, we find an introduction to the uses generally given to American and British English.


This paper is an investigation of Finnish and Swedish students´awareness in the use of these two geographical varieties and has two parts: the first one reports the results of a questionnaire concerning this issue and the second is an analysis of the use of the two varieties in a series of argumentative writings.

Data


For the questionnaire, four groups of university students of English from two different universities were used, two from Finland and two from Sweden, and from two different levels, first and second year students.


For the study of the use of British English and American English in the written language of advanced EFL students, parts of the Swedish and Finnish subcorpora of the ICLE have been used.

Questionnaire results


Most students said to be concious at least to some extent to be making choices between American and British English when they write. They would choose British English for writing, and, even more, for different types of texts.


Two thirds of the students would not mix these varieties -specially when it comes to grammar and spelling- as it would influence on the consistency of the text. The reason why the other third of the students did not agree with this might be due to their lack of vocabulary, that would influence their conception that the main point is to communicate and it does not matter so much the means you use to get this communication.


The mayority of the students asserted that it was important to keep both varieties apart, mainly to avoid misunderstandings and to get consistency, as well as for cultural reasons. The ones who did not consider so important to maintain American English and British English apart thought that keeping the student´s preferences was important and that in the future they will both mix up into one and the same variety.

Analysis of the stundent´s writing results


The aspects analysed in students´writing were spelling and vocabulary. When analysed separately, in 85% of the essays the spelling or the vocabulary belonged to just one of the varieties, British English or American English. However, when we took into account both aspects at a time, then in 65% of all the essays was used only British English or only American English. Whenever the students had to make a choice, the variety that was prefered was British English.

Pedagogical preferences


The students showed they were interested in learning both varieties and most of them suggested with this that they would like American English to be given more importance, although they thought it would be better to leave it for the upper stages and study British English at the earlier stages. 


As future teachers they stated the best would be to centre on one geographical varitey, some preferring British English and others American English.

Conclusion


British English is the predominant variety but students want to learn both varieties, specially at university levels.


Students are very concerned with consistency and most of them do not want to mix geographical varieties, this is even more evident when it comes to spelling.

