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This approach is contrastive, since it involves the use of computerised corpora of both native and non-native speaker speech. The use of formulae by non-native speakers is compared with the way native speakers of English make use of similar formulaic expressions.

This paper is primarily concerned with methodology and seeks to highlight the advantages and limitations of such a computerised approach to the analysis of formulaic expressions. It consists of two steps: (1) automatic extraction of all recurrent word combinations to produce lists of potential formulae, and (2) specified manual filtering process designed to reduce these lists to lists of actual formulaic usage. But this type of analysis imposes two major limitations: (1) restriction of the study to formulae that actually recur in the NS and NNS corpora,and, (2) restriction to continuous formulae only.

Sylvie De Cock gives a description of the traditional approach to formulae in SLA. Then she introduces her new approach to formulae: (a) use of large amounts of advanced EFL learner spoken data; (b) it does not attempt to assess the contribution formulae make to the acquisition of the creative rule system, but to find out how non-native advanced learners compare with native speakers with respect to formulae which are typically native-like.

Two corpora were used: the LINDSEI corpus (Louvain International Database of Spoken English Interlanguage) that contains transcripts of interviews with advanced EFL learners of French mother tongue and, a control corpus of comparable native speaker speech productions. NSs (native speakers) and NNSs (non-native speakers) are university students aged between 19 and 25 (6 males for 19 females). NNSs are third or fourth year university students of English.

De Cock used two programs for the automatic extraction of recurrent word combinations: Tuples and Combinator.

She decided to limit the analysis to two-, three-, four-, and five-word combinations that occur at least ten, five, four and three times, respectively, in each corpus. The automatic extraction stage has to be followed by a manual disambiguation stage to filter the lists of recurrent word sequences for formulaic expressions. This filtering process is manual and consists of three successive phases or filters: (a) the form filter (it eliminates word sequences that can not be regarded as multi-word units), (b) the function filter (it eliminates those word combinations that do not have the potential to have any pragmatic or discourse-structuring functions), and (c) the formulaic filter (it distinguishes between formulaic and non-formulaic usage of the same word sequences). This filtering process is an essential prerequisite for a comparison of formulae.
