Lorenz, G. (1999) Adjective Intensification- Learners versus Native Speakers. A Corpus Study of Argumentative Writing.Language and Computers: Studies in Practical Linguistics 27. Amsterdam & Atlanta: Rodopi.            42 LOR-1

This study has several descriptive, pedagogical and methodological implications.

For the author intensification is a field of highly individual preference and self-expression: (1) it conveys speaker involvement, by using amplifiers and dowtoners we signal how much we are committed to what we are saying about people, objects and the qualities we attach to them, and (2) it serves as a marker of group- membership.

He conducted a research on adjective intensification since adjectives are the most frequent focus of intensification and, the function of intensification encourages linguistic innovation, it is therefore dynamic and likely to provide unpredictable results.

He used two learner corpora: the BWF (German students aged between 16 and 18) and the UNI (German undergraduates aged between 20 and 25). As reference corpora he employed the GCE ( British teenagers aged between 15 and 18) and the LOC (British undergraduates aged between 19 and 23). Three native speakers of British English, a trained linguist, an experienced EFL teacher and one with extensive foreign language learning experience, judge the acceptability of adjective-intensification.

This study does not aim to determine the collocates of previously selected intensifiers, but rather focuses on how native and non-native writers modify adjectival qualities in degree. This aim makes this study different from previous studies of intensification.

He found several semantic categories which include all intensified adjectives in the data: (a) adjectives of ‘RELEVANCE’,with topics that are new, unusual,eg.significant,necessary, important; (b) ‘BASIC DIMENSION’ adjectives, they describe rather basic qualities, mostly on opposing ends of a scale, eg. good-bad, small-high; (c) adjectives of ‘FEASIBILITY’, with respect to plans, intentions or tasks that are described, eg. difficult, easy, hard, dangerous; (d) ‘HUMAN TRAIT’ adjectives, from basic human traits to more temporary states of mind, eg. intelligent, pleased.

Lorenz analyzes the different types of closed-class intensifiers and their occurrence in the corpora,comparing its intensifying occurrences with the others: (a) common C-class items, eg. very, much, how, what, enough; (b) phrasal items, multi-word units that can also fulfil the function of intensification; (c) O-class items as C-class intensifiers.

He distinguishes between different semantic mechanisms of open-class intensifiers:

             1)   The Semantic Category ‘SCALAR’:

a) adverbs derived from adjectives which already have a scalar lexical meaning, eg. largely (to a large extent).

b) their scalar meaning is acquired and the items have all undergone delexicalisation, eg. fairly (there is nothing fair).

c) The adverbs denote ‘share’ (partly, mainly), ‘range’ (generally) or ‘emphasis’ (utterly).

                             2)   The Semantic Category ‘MODAL’: modal adverbs are a productive source   

                                    of innovation within the class of intensifiers. Lorenz analyzes the case of 

                                    really.

3) The Semantic Category ‘EVALUATIVE’: it includes all adverbs which in

adjective –intensification position can be paraphrased as “ to a degree that  I find adjective”, so that  the speaker evaluation is introduced.

4) The Semantic Category ‘COMPARATIVE’: adverbs which achieve

intensification by means of a kind of ‘peer comparison’,eg. comparatively, especially.

              5)    The Semantic Category ‘SEMANTIC FEATURE COPYING’: it concerns

adjective- intensification combinations where the modifier shares or copies a substantial part of the adjective’s meaning to achieve intensification.

       Lorenz also took into account the deficits of learners’ adjective intensification. L1-L2 transfer is the most frequent strategy used in faulty intensified adjectives. According to the author the problems of intensifiers are related to word-formation, to position, to the lexicon and collocation and to scalar incompatibility and overstatement.

        Then, Lorenz devoted a section to explore the link between clause position, information structure and adjective intensification.   

